July 6, 1953 Vol V No 43 805-Sth Ave WNYC $10 year, T M Kraus LY 9-2826,MU 2-03926 
The Weekly Newsletter Digest of the Current New York Theatre Scene 


New York Theatre Diary 


The Scarecrow-Theatre de Lys 7/7/53. Return engagement of Percy MacKaye's play 
presented by Terese Hayden. Production featuring Eli Walla ch, Douglas Yatson,Anne 
Jackson and Kay Medford played here week of June 16, Scheduled for 2 weeks. 


Curren Theatre Reviews 


Whe Crucible-Martin Beck 1/22/53. The cutting out of the scenery for econmy 
reasons and the re-direction of an almost canpletely new cast by author Arthur Miller 
has resulted in a tighter,more meaningful play, Atkinson,Times, and Grif, Variety, 
agree. This new edition with E.G. Marshall and Maureon Stapleton in the leads fresh- 
ens the most genuine parts of the original production,making the emotion more pro- 
found,sums up the Times man. Critic thought Philip Coolidge in the role originated 
by Walter Hampden puts the miscarriage of justice on a more normal level, while the 
two other leads make the drama seem more homely or personal. Variety critic believes 
changes make the play better,stronger and more poetic, The changes include the add~- 
ition of a brief new scene between Abigail Williems and John Proctor that completely 
motivates their clash in the court roan. Chapman,News, applauded the good theatre — 
sense of producer Kermit Bloangarten for realizing that every audience is a brand 
new audience whose approval must be earned. 


The Little Clay Cart=- Theatre De Lys- 6/29/53-7/5/55. Fourth production of. ~ 
Terse Hayden at downtown playhouse was greeted by a sole pro review fron Atkinson, 
Times. Majority thought Arthur William Ryder's translation of King Shudraka's fan- 
tasy,said to be written in Sandskrit in 500 A.D, was hardly worth presenting, More 
charm than play,sumed up Kerr,Herald Tribune. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, thought. 
more rehearsal time by cast headed by Richard Viaring and Sono Osato may have added 
the needed vitality to the prodution. Script was found to be enpty,panned O'Connor, 
Journal American, of anything resembling a professional theatrical production, But — 
Atkinson disagreed, Script wns ideal selection for a summer series and worth a re- 
peat, the critic noted. A formalized fairy story with tongue in cheeck,critic re 
ported that not entire cast had grace of movenent of Sono Oseto and Richard Waring. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


Jessie Royce Landis tryout in George Batson's canedy-drama at Bucks County,Pa. 
Playhouse entitled Celia okayed by Coleman,Mirror, and Ward,Variety. Latter pre- 
dicted a sure hit for drawing roan who dunit presented by excellent. cast, while Cole- 
man tabbed it a tony chiller-diller,...Dennis,Mass,“layhouse debut of Sailor's Delight 
starring Eva Gabor and Tan Helmore is pleasant «-mmer fare,reports pote, Vartcty ant 
Hawkins, WTéS, Trade p~er mugg rated it flimsy stuff, which may or may not make the 
grade in NY, He did note a generous portion of laughs and risque lines to make the 
evening lots of fun...And Two Make Four, Courtney Abbott's melodrama based on a 1918 
play by Berte Thomas,has Broadway possibilities after much spade work,canmments Russ, 
Variety,after viewing show featuring Elsie Ferguson at Stockbridge Mass ,Playhouse, 
eoeEastern sumer theatre tour of California Straw Hatters, alumni revue group of | 
University of California, in One Thing After Another, should he a welcame event in 
strawhat trade, okays Elem, Variety. Diverting assortment of talents are presented in 
a friendly sort of satirical revue. This is 5th summer season of touring group, 


. 
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off Broadway 


Voice of the Turtle opens Provin- 
cetown Playhouse summer Repertoire 
Theatre produced by Berne Bachrach. A 
néw play will be ptesented every 2 
weeks. eeExperimental play series plan- 
ned by Norris Houghton for next season 
stymied now that Klein's department 
store has taken over Irving Place 
Theatre. Plans called for different 
actors cad directors,but sane set for 
entire serieseeeEquity Library Theatre 
reports a surplus for its 1952-55 sea- 
son of 93600. 


Off Broadway theatre, as most’ of 
us have conceived it, is finished,can- 
ments Bentley,New Republic,Today Green- 
wich Village theatres offer plays by 
established authors in productions that 
are barely canpetent,let alone original. 
If the professional theatre fails be- 
cause it is connercial,the critic cone 
oludes, the non-commerical theatre fails 
because it is non-professional, Terese — 
Hayden's production of The Scarecrow was 
cheered by the critic because of the pro- 
ducer*s great achievement in rounding up 
so many good,young artists, This new 
“off Broadway'is the avoidance of amat- 
eurism, marking the end of the idea o f 
using actors Off Broadway just because 
no one else wants than, 


* Vaudeville ! 


Milton Douglas heads new Palace show, 
with The Barrys, Larry Marvin,Church and_ 
Hale, Wells and the 4 Fays, Pigneat Marke 
man and Company, Nivellis and Joe Phillips. 


Rave reviews for current Paranount 
show filed by trade paper reporters,Every 
act séened a potential show stopper to 
Smith, Billboard, This included Don Cor- 
nell, Frank Fontaine,De Marco Sisters 
and Bobby Byrnes orchestra, Variety mugg 
felt show,as good as it is, is mostly of 
interest to teenagers, Critic advise d 
Fontaine to get a new act,because imper-" 
sonation bit he is using is wearing thing 


Theatre Record Canments 


“The Desert Song" (Colunbia) with 
Nelson Eddy and Doroetta Morrow drew a 
pair of split notices, Billboard stiff 
rated album 75 out of a possible 90, 
pointing out that disc should appeal _ 
mostly to the older folks, While Wilsot, 
Times,feared this is the least advén- 
turous of the firm's recordings of past 
hité, Critic found large gaps of tediuh 
between the more melodic moments. 


"Can-Can"(Capitol original cast al«. 
bum isn't faring as well on the otitical 
side as the show itself, Record reviewéts 
seem to feel Cole Porter's tunes are nbt 
up to nis usual par. Billboard thinks the 
s0.c-.riter has evidently lifted material 
fraa his ovm repertoire, Trade critic be 
lieves possible selling point of the al- 
bun is the double entendre show material 
not available in single tunes fram the 
show, Hobe,Variety, is convinced,after 
hearing the album that the show is prime 
arily a dancing one,lacking vitality and 
effervescence in the music alone, He 
also noted that album's jacket lacked 
essehtial data on tunes and show, Zin- 
sser,Herald Tribune, joined this pan wagon 
by noting that Porter's lyrics this time 
are simple to the point of boredan, 


Gift Coupon 


Buy theatre wisoly, Keep informed the 
easy way, Veekly newsletter digests NYC 
theatre reviews,comments,news, Canpiled 
by "Broadway in Hrief" columnist, Ratings’ 
NYC critios-On & Off Broadway.Drama books, 
drama records. Sunmer features, Ticket 
reports,free hotel and ticket reservations, 
$10 3 one year gift subscriptions$25,. 
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Green Rom Department 
FAR FLUNG CRITICS...Broadway drama critics sprouted wihgs this week md have filed 

reports on the state of the theatre in Jersey City, Minneapolis and Tel-Aviv. 
It was George Jean Nathen who assured all burlesque lovers that this form of 
Off Broadway entertaiment has not changed. Most of the elements that gladdened 
the human spirit in the gone days are still in eruption,including Irish md Dut- 
ch canics and chorus girls saddled with large red poppies. Minneapolis’ current 
drama consists of the Old Log Theatre's production of The Joyous Season,More- : 
house,;World Telegram & Sun,reports in the midst of his cross country auto toure 
Israeli theatré is boning with an emazing intensity and diversity, canments 
Clurman,Nation,now in Tel Aviv to stage Caesar and Cleopatra. While the critic 
is rehearsing his Shaw play, Joseph Bulov is in an adjoining hall rehearsing 
Mrs. MoThihg Orna Porat's portrayal in St.Joan at the Chamber Theatre was 


abbed by the critic as the most sincere,spiritual ly radiant and humanly touch- 
ing of all the Joans he ever saw. 


VENICE FARS..(Mike Todd's open invitatioh to New York dab drivers to see Night In 
Venice as his guests in the hope that they would s#11 the show,to theif fares 
Was lauded by Journal American editorial, Admittedly a publicit) stunt, the ~ 
papery still felt it was a deserving tribute to an important profession in NY» 
Todd's statement that the taxi drivers are really NY¥*s most important ambass- 
adors of food will, and a colorful group of rug-ed individualists in thé bar- 
gain, will certainly be taken to task by the bus drivers,predicts Watt, News. 
Phillips, ViT&S,wouldn't be surprised if Bil! Do’l,>ress agent for the Jones 
Beach show, wrote some of his releases under «.:.ter.s 


WARM MANNERS..eCheck at NY theatre box offices by Griffin, Variety, revealed that 
box office treasurers are , during this warm spell at least, 
porfect_gentleneng Only case of bad temper trade paper reporter evidenced 
was at lish You Were Here when patron asked for 8 seats together,down front 
center for the next Saturday night... 


MAIL BOXeee Cynical reader of Times asks if the general public has the intellectual 
equipment to judge any creative ideas that are presented on a canmercial Broad- 
way stageeeeHigh illegal fees charged by same theatre ticket agencies Should be 
investigated by the Department of Justice or the Internal Revenue Dept,suggests 
a Herald Tribune reader. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..ePlaywright to watch is Richard Condon, Men of Distinction,notes 
Colemen ,Mirror,who thought the play gave off brillent’ sparkseesActors work in 
summer theatres to relax’ and be near the coke machine, bélieves Kerr, Herald 
TribunesseRobert Garland, former Journal American critic, comments on amateur 
scripts at $15 apiece, reports WinchelleeeVicki Cymmings should be good in the 
Shirley Booth role’in The Time of the Cuckoo,now making the Subvmy circuit rounds 
predicts Morehouse, 


’ Pros & Cons by MK 


The myth that the unions are respon- ible’ }4500 incane at a 93 top 6500 for 
sible for the high cost of theatre’ pro- rent,with but another $300 for actors 
duction should be, but will not be,kill- salaries( at $25 each) and another $300 


ed by the interesting set of figures re- for 3 union technicians, Thus even off 
ported in connection with Terese Hayden's broadway rent is the highest single’ item, 
Theatre De Lys program, Weekly runn ing But sanehow it is always the unions,and 


expenses are listed at 93000,with a poss- not the theatre owner who is blamed, 


“NYC Theatre News “smd Up * 


Off again, on again Carnival in Flanders had’a hectic week amid the rmors,.Clos- 
ing 3 days earlier than scheduled in Philadelphia, the musical based on the French 
film classic of the sane name has been rehearsing in Nets York's Century Theatre. This 
move by the $250,000 Mike Slogne-Paula Stone production, which is slated to open in 
NY Sept 26 after @ Los Angeles and Sen Francisco tour, started all kinds of rumors, 
The show would close, Dolores Gray had quit the cast, Dorothy Fields had written a ~ 
new first act, a new investor was found after Bing Crosby turned the producers down, 
the show was too sexy for’ Los Angeles, These were only a few of the stories heard, 
Whatever the actual truth, the show opens as scheduled July 6 at Edwin Lester's Los 


Angeles Civic Auditoriun for 4 wee!:s, then for 4 more weeks in San Francisco prior 
to its NY debut, 


Plays 


First of this season's Broadway musicals to take an enforced “vacation” is Hazel 
Flagg, which closed July 1, gomseigs to return Sept 1...The Prescott Proposals is 
the nene of the new Moward Lindsay-“ussell Crouse play scheduled for <i ca in 
the fall by Leland Hayward.Teem have dropped present plans for a sta:e version of 
Cleveland Amory's "The Last Resort."...eFollowing trend of turning hit movies and 
plays into musicals, Irving Caesar and Harry Oshrin will present a musical based on 
Tobacco Roadsse,Stratford-on~Avon's Shakespeare Nenorial Theatre will be seeh in US 


in Fall 1954,..If anyone wants to invest in a Broadway musical a classified ad ‘in 
the Wall St Journal offers 250 limited partmerships interests at $900 per wits 


People 


Olivia de Havilland, who was literally slaughtered by the NY drama oritics in 
her last 2 shows, Romeo and Juliet and Candida, will star in Jose Ferrer's fall pro- 
duction of The Dazzling Hour, play current a hit in Paris and which will be tried out 
July 28 at California's La Jolla Playhouse with Miss de Havilland..,Anthony Oliver, 
young British actor now starring in London's Red Headed Blonde , will make his NY 
debut in Gently Does Iteee2 members of The King and I cast, Geraldine Hamburg and 
Marie Tracficante, have won Fulbright eokslaratips entitling then to a year's study 
abroad. Both leave Sent 4 on the S.S. Independence bound for operatic study in Ger- 
many..Mack Gordon will do the lyrits for July Styne's musical The Great Caressésee 


Dai-Lee, Hawaiian-American canposer, will do beckground music for Maurice pvans* 
production of The Teahouse of the August Moon, 


Theatre Book & Record Notes 


"World Theatre“, a picture history fron ancient ritual to Broadway, edited by 
"Life" entertaiment editor Tan Prideaux, will be published by Greenberg in Novenber 
eeeDeems Taylor's “Some Enchanted Evenings, the Story of Rodgers and Hammerstein" 
due fran Harpers’ Oct 14,..Guthrie McClintic working on his biography for Doubleday 
eee Hedda Gabler" full length version with Eva le Gallienne and Richard Waring pre- 
sented by Theatre Masterworks Records.,,."Prince of Plyers,Edwin Booth" has been re- 
corded by Walter Hampden for the American Foundation of the Blind, 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


NSC Radio presents “Rose Tattoo" on “Best Plays" series Sunday July 5 featuring 
2 members of the original cast, Maureen Stapleton and Eli WallacheeeHoward Dietz and 
Arthur Schwartz will be honored later this month on CBS TV Toast of the Towngs,CBS 


Radio "Stage Struck" series will open in Ootober with Shirley Booth detailing her 
love affair with theatre, 
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